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Some Ethical “First” Principles in the East

Some Chinese Principles

Taoism
The Principle of Interdependency: All “things” or qualities are what they are, only in relation to other qualities, and ultimately, in relation to the Tao (Way of Being) itself.

The Tao: The Way (or essence) of Being is harmonious, patterned change.
·	explain the yin-yang cosmology
·	taken together account for the harmonious interdependency of all being
·	consider the action- not action example

The Natural Way of Lao Tzu: the goal of activity is “nonactivity” (wu wei), or to attain maximum results with minimum effort.
·	the “sage” is able to live in harmony with himself and nature
·	is content with simply being, or living in alignment with the Tao
·	the best examples are found in nature, e.g., water, uncarved wood

The Mystical Way of Chuang Tzu: the goal is to spontaneously live for the moment, enjoying the miracle and mystery of life itself (for its own sake).

Confucianism
Li: the ritual or proper action (or normative convention) used to bring people together in harmony, in a way that is mutually recognized and responded to.

Ren (Jen): the spirit or humanity (or humanity-at-its-best) that is communicated or expressed by li.  
·	li and ren relate in the same way that yin and yang do
·	they are aspect of the same larger reality of harmonious human interaction
 
Some Indian Principles

Hinduism
Act for the sake of the action, not its fruits.
Act in a way that accords with the natural (divinely ordained) rhythm of the universe.
Act in a way that serves God.
Act in a way that allows progress on the divine path to God (through the yogas of wisdom, action, and devotion).

Buddhism
Act in accordance with the Middle Way between the extremes of materialistic innihilism and religious eternalism.
·	Four Noble Truths: life is dukkha, caused by selfish craving, eliminated by the cessation of such craving, through following the Eightfold Path (of right living -- in the form of wisdom, conduct, and contemplation)

