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Summary

Our emotional responses to fiction, in particular our responses to fictional characters, apparently gives rise to a paradox. We emotionally respond to fictional characters that we do not believe to exist, although rational emotional responses to objects presuppose belief in the existence of those objects. I argue that when we bring together recent work in evolutionary psychology, naturalised epistemology and cognitive science, we see that such responses are not surprising and nor are they irrational. We have a tendency to believe propositions on initial acquaintance. Also, we have both the capacity to hold contradictory beliefs and to respond emotionally when reasoning hypothetically and contemplating imaginary scenarios. There is also the power that narrative has to engage our attention. These tendencies and capacities, properly deployed, are useful and rational. We cannot avoid their coming into play when we consume fiction, and thank goodness for that.
