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Anotace:

Kafka's 'Before the Law' initiates a critique of the Law that will resonate through the twentieth century, from Benjamin to Badiou. What is the connection between Deleuze's critique of the Law in 'Masochism: Coldness and Cruelty' and Kafka's parable? This seminar proceeds from the supposition that the most radical implications of Masochism, as Deleuze understands it, are not cultural-literary, but rather to initiate the destruction of the Law of the Master. Deleuze argues that Masoch's procedure, unlike that of Sade, was a systematic attempt to fend off the infinite, obscene demands of the super ego/Father by means of the contract.

Such a critique of the Law constitutes in fact a radical philosophy of dissidence. In this reading, the dissident manipulates the law of the Master, taking it at its literal word (from the Rights of Man to the Helsinki accord), and ironizes that formal commandment through the absurdity of total, literal adherence.  Deleuze thus follows Kafka in opening a space for universal right, beyond both the Socratic submission to external social Law (of the Master/Big Other) and/or Kantian submission to the obscene, empty moral Law *en soi *(autonomy). Beyond a critique of Law, Deleuze initiates a clinic of Right, the Spinozian, absolute right of *any-body* to do all that it is capable of. Can we find traces of this dissidence at work already in Kafka (similar perhaps to Deleuze's Bartelby), or is ‘Vor dem Gesetz‘ the assertion of a hopeless prostration before authority and destiny whose fulfillment is a secularized theology of sacrifice? 
