Jonathan Gorman

(School of Politics, Int. Studies and Philosophy, Quenn´s University

Belfast)
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Abstract:

=========================================

Historians worry about the impact of 'postmodernism', in particular the

apparent freedom to believe what one likes about reality. Analysing this in

terms of Quine's philosophy, we can show the pragmatic limitations on

factual choice in terms of the unification of points of view.   However,

historians characteristically write long accounts such as narratives, and

the pragmatic conditions for factual determination at this level offer room

for new developments in understanding truth.

