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The Aristotelian term πρακτoν, omnipresent thought it might be within Nicomachean Ethics, has not attracted the attention it deserves. By contrast, Aristotle interpretations and translations feel free to render it in divergent ways, as if this term were not endowed with a technical and precise meaning. What is more, πρακτoν is inseparably connected to the most basic questions we are called to address coping with Aristotelian ethics (: the evaluation of practical ends, the elucidation of moral perception, the very definition of action, the content of moral syllogism). However, as far as we know, there has been no interpretation claiming to make of πρακτoν the ground upon which one might build a comprehensive and internally coherent interpretation of Aristotelian ethics. This is the project our present work aims at.
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One has often pointed out the deep and perplexed relation that joins Arendt’s notion of spectator to the vocabulary of action used in The Human Condition. Whilst this odd spectator was conspicuously absent in Arendt’s early work, it seems to represent later (The Life of the Mind, Lectures on Kant’s Political Philosophy) a sine qua non faculty of the actor himself and, consequently, to demonstrate in a different way what an actor necessarily consists in. In order to mitigate the supposed perplexity at stake, we will inquire how the actor lets its inherent spectator emerge and maintain that this emergence in the public realm is due to the activity/performance Arendt terms making promises and to its proper teleology. Provided that our argument is sound, not only will making promises have been rehabilitated as a teleological (and not a purposeless) performance/activity but, furthermore, the spectator, namely judgment, will have found its proper and precise topos within the public realm. 
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